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As Executive Director of Liberians in Columbus Inc., affectionately known as LICI, it is a privilege
to champion this great cause. Liberians in Columbus Inc is the de facto community organization
for Liberians in Central Ohio since the early '80s. We are becoming one of Columbus's
fast-growing new American communities since our civil war in the late '80s to early 2000s.
Approximately 10,000 Liberians reside in Central Ohio, predominantly on the Eastside and
Northside of the city limits.

In 2015, Community Research Partner was retained by Franklin County Job and Family Services
to conduct a need assessment of Liberians in Franklin County. The results astounded us, and we
decided to use them as the driving force for this historic project.

The research found that Liberians in the County are younger than the general population. Many
of our youths, ages 16 and 17, could be preparing to go to college or entering the workforce. Yet,
college enrollment in our community is relatively low, and unemployment is astonishingly high.
Furthermore, Liberians with college degrees often find that academic degrees earned overseas
are not as helpful or comparable to those achieved in the US. Many degree holders find it difficult
to find employment in their chosen fields in the US. Consequently, there is high unemployment
within the Liberian population, creating stress, isolation for individuals and families, and financial
and economic insufficiencies.

As a result, many Liberian households are earning low incomes and living below the federal
poverty line. More than half of this population segment is without health insurance or lack access
to healthcare. But our most significant challenges and needs are access to education, jobs,
mental health services, resources, and information.

The research results became the motivating force for our community leaders to advocate for this
growing New American Community. We embarked on this project, not knowing where it will lead
us. However, the idea of a community center excited our members, and they bought into this
project. Community members contributed as low as $1 and as high as $1000 + to purchase the
land. We are relying on the same collective will of the community to see this project to the end.

We are pleading with every Liberian in the Diaspora to please help us make this dream a reality.
Our pleas go out also to our local community - whether through strategic partnerships, grants, or
philanthropic dollars - we need your help. This project is symbolic of the hope and aspirations of
our community, showing that everything and anything is possible. Join us to give hope to the
hopeless.
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LICI Community Center will be a 14000 SQ facility in the Eastland
Neighborhood in the Far East Columbus, Franklin County, Ohio which
will impact the lives and provide services to over 40,000 diverse
residences in the community.

Selecting a site for the community center was very strategic. The future center will sit on a 1acre
of land owned by LICI on Kimberly Parkway, off the Hamilton Road Corridor in the Eastland Area.
This area is strategically located between I-70 and Big Walnut Creek in the southeast quadrant
of Columbus, where eighty percent of the Liberian population resides. This area is consider an
‘Asset Dessert’ of the city and has been in decline for many years. The City of Columbus recently
embarked upon a planning process designed to generate a revitalization plan for the corridor
and address the signs of disinvestment and decline. Crime rate in the area has been on a rise and
poses threat to many families and residents, Community based organizations like LICI does not
have a strong presence or have the resources to provide services to families who are in need.
The Eastland area is now part of an “opportunity zone," an area that local and state officials have
deemed blighted and in need of investment.

Our 14,000 SQ facility will be home to a multi-purpose gymnasium for young boys and girls in
the neighborhood to remain engaged through recreational activities, tutoring and afterschool
programs, computer lab and other social services programs. Our free clinic will provide equal
access to healthcare to our marginalized and New American communities. Other programs will
include workforce development and counseling services which ties into our poverty reduction
strategy and empowering our families.









/ iberia was founded by free slaves from the United States in

-1820. An initial group of 86 immigrants, who came to be called
Americo-Liberians, established a settlement in Christopolis
(now its capital city Monrovia, named after U.S. President
James Monroe) on February 6, 1820.

Liberia received its independence on July 26, 1847, from The
American Colonization Society. The country is in Western
Africa along the coast of the Atlantic Ocean and shares land
borders with the countries of Sierra Leone, Guinea, and the
Cote d'lvoire. Liberia is slightly larger than Ohio and is made up
of forested plains, plateaus, and low mountains. The official
language is English and has a population of 3.887 million.

Liberia is a country of great ethnic diversity and abundant
natural resources. As Africa’s oldest independent republic and
a founding member of the United Nations, Liberia enjoyed
many years of relative prosperity and good relations within
both the African and International communities especially the
United States of America. Liberia was traditionally noted for its
academic institutions, iron-mining, and rubber. Political
upheavals beginning in the 1980's and a 14-year civil war
(1089-2003) destroyed Liberia's economy and brought a steep
decline in living standards. The nation is how in the process of
rebuilding after more than twenty years of civil unrest and
warfare.
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MiISTrESS OF COIEIMONY ... s Morgan Harper
Attorney and Community Leader

COCKLAIL RECEPIION ... s s Silent Auction

6PM-7PM 6PM-9PM
(eforfuctn

DU CALlLiiiiiviiieeiii st s8R0 ‘Kaipai”

United States and Liberia National Anthems........in, Mrs, Angel Hill-Mathais

INVOCALION .ovvvoiei e Liberians Ministerial Council of Ohio

WElCOME REMAIKS......eeereeersrsissiesiesssssessessssssssssssssssssssssesens Mrs. Yvette Tubman-Goodridge

Chairlady, 175th Independence, Bicentennial and Fundraiser Gala

The PErSPECTIVE. ..ot s Mr. Hale Lafayette Harmon
Chairman, LICI Board

Supporting Organization SpPonsorship ReMarks ..., Mrs. Marie Sherif
Chief Administrative Officer & Child Development Council of Franklin County Inc.

Telfar LLC/TEAM LIDEIIA .rerresnsessesssesssesssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess Mr. Sayon Cooper
Telfar LLC/Team Liberia, Coach

Jdperia's Brecieunial, and T fedependesee {rafon

[N OAUCTION OFf O ATON et e et e seeeseeseseeesseseseseaseseseeeseseseasaseseseasasesens Ms. Estella Bracewell
Executive Assistant, LICI Grant Committee

Liberia's Bicentennial and 175th Independence........ City Councilmember Wynfred Russell

INtrodUCTION Of AMDASSAUON ...t sss s bsssssssssssessasssessans Winston Cooper
Board Member, LICI

REIMIAIKS v s s Mr. George SW Patten Sr.
Liberia’'s Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the United States of America,
Canada and Mexico



INtrodUuction Of GUEST SPEAKEN ...ttt ses s b esssssesseses Mrs. Kana Heckman
Board Member, LICI
GUEST SPEAKET ..t ssssssss s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess Hon. Latyna Humphrey

Ohio House of Representatives, District 26

................................................................................................................................................................ Musical Interlude
DIIUIS oottt 18051101 Kaipai
Cello and Violin “Nilosi Sikelel iAfrica south Africa National Anthem......ANNA Marie and Madina Harmon
CRlLO GAVOIL ... et ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt n et eaeen Madina Harmon
B Y 0 T 1 2SO Ms. Minerva Grant
National Executive Vice President, ULAA
Introduction of Lifetime Achievement Award Winner............coneeevvvciiennnn, Mr. Joseph Sawo

LICI, Member, July 29, 2022, Event
REMIAIKS ... s Emminent Emmanuel Sunnyboy Wettee

Fundraiser

Fundraiser Moderator

............................................................................................................................... Mr. Ray A. Jones
C.EO. The Jones Company of America
LICI Capital Campaign PreSentation........sssssssssessisseene Mr. Alpha Tongor
LICI Acting Executive Director
Mrs. Grace Kolliesuah, Chair, LICI Strategic Planning Committee
THE ANt OF GIVEN ..o s s Dr. Michele Reynolds
This Dream Needs To BECOME A REALILY......ccouwrrvminiesesssssssssesssssnssooons Shiloh Joy Myers

8th Grader Groveport Madison Middle School North

INntroduction of FUNAIaIiSEr LAUNCIEY ... oes s eessssssssssssssseseon Mrs. Comfort Kenneh
Former President of LICI Curent Board Member, LICI

FUNAEQISET LAUNCIEY ...ttt ettt ettt ettt et et an s Hon. Wilmot J. Collins
Mayor, City of Helena, Montana

THE FUNCIQISEL i ssssss s st s s s Mr. Ray A. Jones

C.E.O. The Jones Company of America



Lhoard Pregeidalion

Community ServiCe........ins Mrs. Nensah McCabe, Chair, LICI Phenomenal Women
Strategic Leadership........... Mrs. Grace Kolliesuah, Chair LICI Strategic Planning Committee
Community IMPACT........oe s Mrs. Marie Sherif, Chair, LICI Grants Committee
Marketing EXCellenCe ... Mrs. Zari Tongor, LICI Marketing Director
Dedicated ServiCe. ... Mrs. Rebecca Wettee, LICI CFO/Treasurer

Pemerts

Mrs. Yvette Tubman-Goodridge
Chairlady, 175th Independence, Bicentennial and Fundraiser Gala
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NATIONAL
ANTHEM

“The Star-Spangled Banner”

O say can you see, by the dawn's
early light,

What so proudly we hail'd at the
twilight's last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright
stars through the perilous fight
O'er the ramparts we watch'd were
so gallantly streaming?

And the rocket's red glare, the
bomb bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that
our flag was still there,

O say does that star-spangled
banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free and the
home of the brave?
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“All Hail, Liberia, Hail!"

All hail, Liberia, hail! (ALl hail!)
This glorious land of liberty
Shall long be ours.

Though new her name,
Green be her fame,[al
And mighty be her powers,
And mighty be her powers,

In joy and gladness
With our hearts united,
We'll shout the freedom

Of a race benighted,

Long live Liberia, happy land!

A home of glorious liberty,
By God's command!

transforming lives

























LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

AWARD RECIPIENT

THE EMINENT
EMMANUEL "SUNNYBOY" WETTEE

Liberians in Columbus Inc. (LICI)- Former Secretary General, Vice President, and President where he
actively advocated for the Liberian community as part of the greater Columbus Community meeting with
elected officials and serving as their liaison for the community.

Federation Of Liberian Association in Ohio (FOLAO)- Former Extended and Secretary General where
he actively advocated for all Liberians at the state and local level.

Union of Liberians in the Americas (ULAA) - Doyen of the National Leadership Council. Because of his
leadership role and exceptional record across the Liberian Community of getting things done, in 2005 he
was appointed Vice President of ULAA and later elected President from 2006 to 2008.

U.S. Immigration Initiatives- Advocated for 3 step processes TPS (Temporary Protection Status allow
the Liberians to remain in the US)) The status was changed to DED (Deferred Enforcement Deportation)
that avoided the deportation of over 10K Liberians resulted to the Liberian Refugee Immigration Fairness
Act under President Donald Trump which led to Liberians gaining green cards and eventually citizenship.

All-Liberian Conference on Dual Citizenship (ALCOD)-In his continuous quest to serve, in 2012 he was
elected Chairman of ALCOD in Washington DC as a conference hosted by the Embassy of Liberia and
Diaspora Originations to formulate plans to achieve dual citizenship in Liberia. Unfortunately, Liberia
14-year civil war caused countless Liberians to seek refuge in other countries throughout the world,
subsequently giving up their Liberian citizenship. His lifelong commitment and success in public service
prepared him for his new role as he began working on a global level to establish Dual Citizenship for All
Liberians in the Diaspora. Currently, the Liberian law only recognizes Liberian citizens that have not seek
citizenship elsewhere no matter the reason. Mr. Wettee took the dual citizenship law to a referendum "A
Humungous Task” and managed to get it pass at the House of Representative in Liberia and at the
Liberian Senate. It is now on the desk of President George Weah's for signature. His current fight via
ALCOD flagship program, the “Once a Liberian, always a Liberian" objective is creating the pathway for
Liberians in the diaspora to be recognize as Liberians in their homeland with dual citizenship or nationality

Commitment - He maintains his memberships at his Alma Mata in Liberia Booker T. Washington
Institute; still continually active in LICI, FALOA and in ULAA as recent as May 2022 Mr. Wettee was seen in
a swamp at a Cleanup Campaign at Red Light in the City of Paynesville, Liberia and participated in BWI's
93rd anniversary and gave the Eye Right at the parade. He travels throughout the US and the World
working on various initiatives for his people. This man does not miss a Community Meeting unless he is
out of State or out of the Country; In his eyes, and the eyes of his people, he is a real nationalist and always
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OUR
S EPPGORINERS

‘ ' “TO ENRICH THE LIVES OF
/} 4 CHILDREN AND FAMILIES"
o A ! :

CHILD

, DEVELOPMENT
COUNCIL OF
FRANKLIN
COUNTY, INC.

Comprehensive services and education for
children ages 6 weeks to 5 years old and their
' families.

e U b | mIEIMDY

Administrative offices located at :
999 Crupper Avenue

Columbus, OH 43229
614-431-2186

*Now enrolling for the 2022-2023 school year.
*We are hiring for various positions. Visit our
website www.cdcheadstart.org
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JPS PRINT

A SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE MARKETING AND PRINT FIRM THAT KEEPS YOUR ORGANIZATION IN MIND.

JPS is passionate about working with non-profit organizations to create
awareness, reach volunteers, and raise funds effectively. JPS has worked with
large and small non-profit organizations to plan, design, print, and execute
their marketing communications for over ten years. As a community-based
business, we see first-hand the impact your organizations make and how
deeply invested you are in your mission. We'll love to assist you in doing your
work. So let’'s do something unique together.

plan. design. brand. print. market.

Scan And Connect With Us Today!

614.235.8947 | info@jprintshop.com | jprintshop.com
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